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SHIRE OF LEONORA 
 

NOTICE OF A 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

AGENDA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DEAR COUNCIL MEMBER, 
THE NEXT ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETINGOF THE SHIRE OF LEONORA WILL BE 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 14TH MAY, 2025 IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LEONORA AT 
10:00AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
 

TY MATSON 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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AGENDA FOR THE MEETING IS DETAILED OVER PAGE. 
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SHIRE OF LEONORA 

 

INFORMATION FOR PUBLIC 
ATTENDING COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:- 

 

THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THIS AGENDA ARE OFFICERS’ RECOMMENDATIONS ONLY 
AND SHOULD NOT BE ACTED UPON UNTIL COUNCIL HAS RESOLVED TO ADOPT THOSE 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 

THE RESOLUTIONS OF COUNCIL SHOULD BE CONFIRMED BY PERUSING THE MINUTES OF THE 
COUNCIL MEETING AT WHICH THESE RECOMMENDATIONS WERE CONSIDERED. 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC SHOULD ALSO NOTE THAT THEY ACT AT THEIR OWN RISK IF THEY ENACT 
ANY RESOLUTION PRIOR TO RECEIVING OFFICIAL WRITTEN NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL’S DECISION. 

 

 

 

 

 

TY MATSON 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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COUNCIL MEETING INFORMATION NOTES 

1. Your Council generally handles all business at Ordinary or Special Council Meetings. 

2. From time to time Council may form a Committee to examine subjects and then report to 

Council. 

3. Generally, all meetings are open to the public; however, from time to time Council will be 

required to deal with personal, legal and other sensitive matters. On those occasions Council 

will generally close that part of the meeting to the public. Every endeavour will be made to do 

this at the last item of business of the meeting. 

4. Public Question Time. It is a requirement of the Local Government Act 1995 to allow at least 

fifteen (15) minutes for public question time following the opening and announcements at the 

beginning of the meeting. Should there be a series of questions the period can be extended at 

the discretion of the Chairman. 

Written notice of each question should be given to the Chief Executive Officer fifteen (15) 
minutes prior to the commencement of the meeting. A summary of each question and 
response in included in the Minutes. 

When a question is not able to be answered at the Council Meeting a written answer will be 
provided after the necessary research has been carried out. Council staff will endeavour to 
provide the answer prior to the next meeting of Council. 

5. Councillors may from time to time have a financial interest in a matter before Council. 

Councillors must declare an interest and the extent of the interest in the matter on the Agenda. 

However, the Councillor can request the meeting to declare the matter trivial, insignificant or 

in common with a significant number of electors or ratepayers. The Councillor must leave the 

meeting whilst the matter is discussed and cannot vote unless those present agree as above. 

Members of staff, who have delegated authority from Council to act on certain matters, may 
from time to time have financial interest in a matter in the Agenda. The member of staff must 
declare that interest and generally the Chairman of the meeting will advise the Officer if he/she 
is to leave the meeting. 

6. Agendas including an Information Bulletin are delivered to the Councillors within the 

requirements of the Local Government Act 1995, i.e. seventy-two (72) hours prior to the 

advertised commencement of the meeting. Whilst late items are generally not considered there 

is provision on the Agenda for items of an urgent nature to be considered. 

Should an elector wish to have a matter placed on the Agenda the relevant information 
should be forwarded to the Chief Executive Officer in time to allow the matter to be fully 
researched by staff. An Agenda item including a recommendation will then be submitted to 
Council for consideration. 

The Agenda closes the Wednesday week prior to the Council Meeting (i.e. six (6) days prior 
to the meeting). 

The Information Bulletin produced as part of the Agenda includes items of interest and 
information, which does not require a decision of Council. 

7. Agendas for Ordinary Meetings are available in the Leonora Shire office and Leonora library 

seventy-two (72) hours prior to the meeting and the public are invited to secure a copy.  
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8. Agenda items submitted to Council will include a recommendation for Council consideration. 

Electors should not interpret and/or act on the recommendation until after they have been 

considered by Council. Please note the Disclaimer in the Agenda (page 3). 

9. Public Question Time – Statutory Provisions – Local Government Act 1995 

Time is to be allocated for questions to be raised by members of the public and responded to 
at: 

(a) Every ordinary meeting of Council; and  

(b) Such other meetings of Council or committees as may be prescribed 

Procedures and the minimum time to be allocated for asking of and responding to questions 
raised by members of the public at Council or committee meetings are to be in accordance with 
regulations. 

9A. Question Time for the Public at the certain Meetings – s5.24 (1) (b) 

Local Government (administration) Regulations 1996 

Reg 5 For the purpose of section 5.24(1)(b), the meetings at which time is to be allocated 
for questions to be raised by members of the public and responded to are: 

(a) Every special meeting of a Council; and 

(b) Every meeting of a committee to which the local government has delegated a 

power or duty. 

Minimum Question Time for the Public – s5.24 (2) 

Reg 6  (1) The minimum time to be allocated for asking of and responding to questions 
raised by members of the public at ordinary meetings of Council and meetings 
referred to in regulation 5 is fifteen (15) minutes. 

(2) Once all the questions raised by members of the public have been asked and 
responded to at a meeting referred to in sub regulation (1), nothing in these 
regulations prevents the unused part of the minimum question time period 
from being used for other matters. 

Procedures for Question Time for the Public – s5.24 (2) 

Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 

Reg 7  (1) Procedures for the asking of and responding to questions raised by members 
of the public at a meeting referred to in regulation 6 (1) are to be determined: 

(a) by the person presiding at the meeting; or 

(b) in the case where the majority of the members of the Council or committee 

present at the meeting disagree with the person presiding, by the majority 

of the members, having regard to the requirements of sub regulations (2) 

and (3). 

(2) The time allocated to the asking and responding to questions raised by 
members of the public at a meeting referred to in regulation 6(1) is to precede 
the discussion of any matter that requires a decision to be made by Council or 
committee, as the case may be. 

(3) Each member of the public who wishes to ask a question at a meeting referred 
to in regulation 6(1) is to be given an equal and fair opportunity to ask a question 
and receive a response. 
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(4) Nothing in sub regulation (3) requires: 

(a) A Council to answer a question that does not relate to a matter affecting 

the local government; 

(b) A Council at a special meeting to answer a question that does not relate to 

the purpose of the meeting; or 

(c) A committee to answer a question that does not relate to a function of the 

committee. 

10. Public Inspection of Unconfirmed Minutes (Reg 13) 

A copy of the unconfirmed Minutes of Ordinary and Special Meetings will be available for public 
inspection in the Leonora Shire office and the Leonora library within ten (10) working days after 
the Meeting. 

INTEREST DECLARATIONS 

With regards to Direct Financial Interests, Indirect Financial Interests and Proximity Interests, please 
consider sections 5.60A, 5.60B, 5.61 and 5.63 of the Local Government Act 1995 and associated 
regulations.  

Financial Interests 

For the purpose of the financial interest disclosure provisions you will be treated as having an 
interest in a matter, if either you (as a relevant person), or a person with whom you are closely 
associated, has: 

• a direct or indirect financial interest in a matter; or 

• a proximity interest in a matter. 

Direct Financial Interest 

Section 5.60A of the Local Government Act 1995 provides that: 

A person has a financial interest in a matter if it is reasonable to expect that the matter will, if dealt 
with by the local government, or an employee or committee of the local government or member of 
the council of the local government, in a particular way, result in a financial gain, loss, benefit or 
detriment for the person. 

Indirect Financial Interest 

Section 5.61 of the Local Government Act 1995 provides more detail in regards to this, however the 
existence of an indirect financial interest in a matter can be established by showing that you, or a 
person with whom you are closely associated, has a financial relationship with a person requiring a 
local government decision in relation to that matter. There is no requirement to establish a financial 
gain, loss, benefit or detriment in this instance, the mere existence of a financial relationship and 
the requirement for a decision is sufficient for a breach of the provision to have occurred. 

Proximity Interest 

See Section 5.60B of the Local Government act 1995 for further detail.  

The Act requires you to disclose a proximity interest that you, or a person with whom you are closely 
associated, has in a matter before a council or council committee meeting. 



SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 14 MAY 2025 

 

Page 8  
 

You (or a person with whom you are closely associated) have a proximity interest in any matter that 
concerns: 

• a proposed change to a planning scheme affecting land that adjoins the person’s land; 

• a proposed change to the zoning or use of land that adjoins the person’s land; or 

• a proposed development of land that adjoins the person’s land (development refers to the 
development, maintenance or management of the land or of services or facilities on the land). 

The existence of a proximity interest is established purely by the location of land, a financial effect 
on the valuation of your land or on the profitability of your business does not have to be established. 
It is therefore important that you fully understand when a proximity interest exists. 

The person’s land referred to is both land in which you, or a person with whom you are closely 
associated, have any estate or interest. 

Land that adjoins a person’s land is defined by the Act as land that: 

• not being a thoroughfare, has a common boundary with the person’s land; 

• is directly across a thoroughfare from the person’s land; or 

• is that part of a thoroughfare that has a common boundary with the person’s land. 

Impartiality Interest 

Impartiality Interest For the purposes of requiring disclosure, an impartiality interest is addressed 
at Division 4 of the Shire of Leonora Code of Conduct for Council Members, Committee Members 
and Candidates as, "an interest that could, or could reasonably be perceived to, adversely affect the 
impartiality of the person having the interest and includes an interest arising from kinship, friendship 
or membership of an association” 

The above definition includes examples of the type of relationships from which an interest could 
arise. However, a significant element is the likely public perception as to whether there may be an 
interest. 

It is sometimes difficult to judge what a reasonable belief of another person is. Therefore, when 
deciding if such an interest should be disclosed, it is helpful to establish answers to the following 
questions: 

• If you were to participate in assessment or decision making without disclosing, would you be 
comfortable if the public or your colleagues became aware of your association or connection 
with an individual or organisation? 

• Do you think there would be a later criticism of perceived undisclosed partiality if you were 
not to disclose? 
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 SHIRE OF LEONORA 
ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR MEETING TO BE HELD 

WEDNESDAY 14TH MAY, 2025. 
 

COLOUR     

CODING  1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS  

  2 DISCLAIMER NOTICE  

  3 COUNCIL MEETING INFORMATION NOTES  

  4 ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE PRESIDING MEMBER  

  5 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES / LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

   5.1 ATTENDANCE  

   5.2 APOLOGIES  

   5.3 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

   5.4 APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

  6 DECLARATION OF INTEREST   

   6.1 DECLARATIONS OF FINANCIAL INTEREST  

   6.2 DECLARATIONS OF PROXIMITY INTEREST  

   6.3 DECLARATIONS OF IMPARTIALITY INTEREST  

  7 QUESTION FROM MEMBERS WITHOUT NOTICE  10 

  8 MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC 11 

   8.1 MATTERS FOR WHICH THE MEETING MAY BE CLOSED 11 

   (A) CEO Annual Performance Review - 2025 11 

   8.2 PUBLIC READING OF RESOLUTIONS THAT MAY BE MADE 
PUBLIC 

12 

  9 NEXT MEETING 12 

  10 CLOSURE OF MEETING 12 

 

 

 



 

Page 10  
 

 

1.0 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS WITHOUT NOTICE 
Nil 
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2.0 MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC 
2.1 MATTERS FOR WHICH THE MEETING MAY BE CLOSED  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 5.23(2) of the Local Government Act 1995: 

8.1.(A) CEO ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REVIEW - 2025 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 5.23(2) - (a) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with a matter affecting an employee or 
employees.  
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2.0 MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC 
2.2 PUBLIC READING OF RESOLUTIONS THAT MAY BE MADE PUBLIC 

 

3.0 NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 20th May 2025 

 

4.0 CLOSURE OF MEETING 
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