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Local News 
TOWER STREET PLAYGROUND REOPENS 

On Thursday, 3rd March the Shire of Leonora hosted the 

grand re-opening of the Tower Street Playground. The park 

was aptly named Yingkapayi (pronounced yin-gu-bay), 

which in Language means “to play”.  

The Shire would like to thank the community for their 

patience in waiting for the park to be opened. Leonora 

locals watched on excitedly as the old park was torn down 

and eventually the new playground equipment was 

assembled and then landscaping was added as a finishing touch. After some time waiting for the plants and grass 

to establish, it was finally time to open the gates and let the children play. 

This project was made possible thanks to the Federal Government’s 

Local Roads and Community Infrastructure (LRCI) grant, with part of 

the funds also being directed to the construction of the new Tower 

Street public toilets and upgraded camping facilities at Malcolm 

Dam. 

The event kicked off at 3pm, but children were there as soon as 

school was out for the day, ready to explore the new playground. 

The park was officially opened by Shire President Peter Craig and 

Rick Wilson MP Federal Member for O’Connor.  

There was live music by Marcus McGuire, the perfect backdrop to a lovely warm afternoon. Mrs Whippy made 

free ice creams all afternoon, which saw a long line down the street. Eboni Comstive handed out free fairy floss 

and popcorn for young and old. Angie the Fairy was kept busy painting faces and glitter tattoos, while Cameron 

the Magician entertained the crowd with his magic tricks and balloon artistry. A big thank you to the Leonora 

Supermarket and the crew for providing a delicious sausage sizzle and refreshing cold drinks—the new BBQs 

certainly had a work out! 

Thank you to Rick Wilson and the Federal Government for their continued support of the Shire of Leonora. And a 

massive thank you to everyone who was involved in the consultation, construction and maintenance of the park, 

including the Shire’s works crew, Nature Play Solutions and Oxford Landscaping, you have all helped to make a 

truly magical place for generations of local children to enjoy.   
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Local News 

Nyunngaku Women’s Group would like to thank everyone who attended The Hub and joined us in celebrating 

the phenomenal women in our community on March 8th for International Women's Day. This year's campaign 

theme was #BreakTheBias, it was a day to reflect on the progress and action taken to build support for women 

and women’s rights. The day also reminded us to call for change and to celebrate the courage and determination 

of the women who have and are changing our community. 

We believe all women have the right to have their voice heard and to help one another, stand up for one 

another, and encourage one another. When women support each other, incredible things can happen. 

We would like to thank Larnie and the girls from Central Hotel for the beautiful high tea, decorations and love 

they put in to making this day extra special and to Claire and Tayla from Gold Fields (Agnew) for supporting the 

event with a few additions to the high tea menu.  

NYUNNGAKU WOMEN’S GROUP 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
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Friday 25 February 2022 

·$1.03 million allocated to two projects to provide fast, reliable, scalable and affordable broadband to 
Leonora, Laverton and Menzies shires 

·McGowan Government delivering high-grade broadband services to business and residents throughout the 
regions 

Digital connectivity in the Northern Goldfields is about to take a leap forward, with the McGowan Government 
allocating $1.03 million to two projects to deliver high-quality broadband services to the region. 

The funding will deliver fast, reliable, scalable and affordable broadband to local businesses and communities in 
Leonora, Laverton and the Menzies shires. 

The McGowan Government has allocated $480,830 towards a project led by Australian owned and operated 
communications company Pivotel to provide a mix of 4G mobile and 5G fixed wireless broadband services to 
businesses and communities in the Leonora and Laverton districts. 

Another $550,252 was been directed to Telstra to deliver additional capacity and faster speeds to boost user 
experience. The local network will be converted to 4GX while the backhaul service will be upgraded to improve 
service quality during peak demand times and allow for future growth to the 5G network. 

The two projects will be rolled out over coming months, providing enterprise-grade services to the Northern 
Goldfields. 

The initiative complements the State’s Digital Farm Grants Program, which has provided $13.1 million to 20 
projects to extend high-quality digital services beyond the NBN fixed wireless and fixed line footprint across 
Western Australia.  

Comments attributed to Regional Development Minister Alannah MacTiernan: 

“We’ve heard the concerns of Northern Goldfields communities and while telecommunications is a Federal 
responsibility, we’re stepping in to fill the gap and ensure this region has access to 21st Century broadband. 

“These two projects provide an optimum mix of connectivity solutions for local businesses and residents in the 
Leonora, Laverton and Menzies shires, using a combination of fixed wireless network, an upgraded backhaul 
service and 4GX mobile coverage. 

“The improved broadband will benefit day-to-day operations of local businesses, while residents will be able to 
enjoy more reliable and fast internet connection.”” 

Comments attributed to Kalgoorlie MLA Ali Kent: 

“In my travels to the Northern Goldfields, access to internet has been an ongoing concern amongst the 
community. 

“I can’t emphasise enough how much of an impact this investment will have for both businesses and 
communities in the Goldfields. 

“I’m so proud to be part of a McGowan Government that’s continuing to deliver for the regions.” 

Minister’s Office - 6552 6200 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

Major Investment to bridge Northern Goldfields digital divide 
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Did You Know…? 

The Leonora Masonic buildings, located on the corner of 

Gwalia Street and Trump Street, were constructed in 1907. 

The Masonic Temple is located on the left, with the 

Masonic Club on the right.  

The Temple, used for ceremonies, was like every other 

lodge, comprising of a large hall with seating around the 

outside. The Worshipful Master, who is the head of the 

Lodge, would have been seated at the eastern end of the 

hall. The Club contained a members’ room, visitors’ room and a secretary’s office. 

Freemasonry began in Leonora in 1900 when Leonora Lodge 913 opened with 14 members. Two years later 

Gwalia Lodge 914 opened with 15 members before the Lodge was closed 

in 1904 and the members transferred to Leonora Lodge. In 1903 the 

Alexandra Lodge 64 WAC was opened in Leonora with 15 members. The 

two Leonora charters then amalgamated to become Leonora United 

Lodge 64 WAC in 1946, following a population decline due to World War 

II.  

Before the construction of the Masonic Lodge in 1907 the Leonora  

charters held their meetings in the Mechanics Institute, also in Gwalia 

Street (now a private residence).    

The Leonora United Lodge is still in existence, however 

they now meet in Kalgoorlie, where most of the 

members reside.  

The buildings currently sit empty and unused and were 

still under the ownership of the Freemasons until 2021, 

when they were gifted to the Shire of Leonora. There 

are currently no plans in place for the use of the 

buildings, however the Shire hopes to dedicate funds to 

making the buildings safe before deciding what they will 

be used for.  

LEONORA’S MASONIC LODGE 



 

Page 7 Tower Street Times April 2022 



 

Page 8 Tower Street Times      April 2022 

Health & Wellbeing 

 

Cancer Council WA is cautioning adults in the Goldfields region not to be 
complacent with sun protection now that summer is over, with many 

regions in Western Australia still experiencing damaging UV levels of 3 
and above.  
 

It’s important to understand that UV is different from heat, so don’t base your sun protection choices on 

the temperature, even when it is cooler. Even in winter UV levels can still exceed 3 at midday, so sun 

protection is needed year-round in some areas. 

Skin cancers (including melanoma) are the most common cancers affecting both women and men in 

Western Australia. Recent data reveals that in 2019, almost 1600 people in WA were diagnosed with 

melanoma and 214 people died from skin cancer. In the Goldfields in 2019, 23 people were diagnosed 

with melanoma. 

We know people living in regional Western Australia have lower 

five-year relative melanoma survival, compared with people living 

in Perth, so we urge anyone in the Goldfields experiencing a skin 

cancer symptom to visit their doctor, clinic nurse or Aboriginal 

health worker.  

Common symptoms of skin cancer include:  

•A new spot or mole on your skin 

•A spot that is different from other spots on your skin 

•Any crusty or non-healing sores 

•Any spots, freckles or any moles changing in size (width), 

thickness (height), colour, or shape over a period of weeks to 

months. 

It’s important to know your skin and what is normal for you, particularly if you are over 40 years of age. 

It doesn’t mean you’ve got skin cancer – often they turn out to be something less serious. But it is 

important to get checked. If it is skin cancer, the earlier it is found, the greater the chance of successful 

treatment. 

 
For more information about skin cancer symptoms, visit 
www.findcancerearly.com.au 
 
To find out the UV forecast in your area, visit myUV.com.au or download 

the free SunSmart app, and protect your skin when the UV Index is 3 or 
above. 

Steve – Esperance Melanoma Champion 

To read Steve’s full story visit 
findcancerearly.com.au 

https://www.myuv.com.au/
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Golden Gift—St Barbara’s Continued Support 

Leonora Community Relations—April 2022      
St Barbara has been part of the Leonora community since 2005 and we are proud to support numerous events and activities 

throughout the year that builds stronger communities. 

In 2022 we are proud to continue our support of events and services in Leonora and shortly we hope to announce some 

other new projects that will benefit the local community.   

St Barbara is pleased to announce its continued support for the Golden Gift to 

be held over the WA Day Long Weekend from the 4-5 June 2022. 

St Barbara will be continuing their support as a Gold Sponsor for the “Leonora 

Live” Saturday Night concert which we know is a highlight for all attendees on 

the Saturday night. 

If last year’s concert is anything to go by, the local community will want to be 

there and enjoy some street dancing. Great moves by some of the locals and 

visitors in 2021. 

St Barbara will also be holding a community stall on the Sunday, so people 

can drop by and learn more about our mining operations in Gwalia. 

Find out more at www.leonoragoldengift.com  

International Women’s Day—St Barbara Celebrate 

Following on from last month’s update where we announced our pre-International Women’s Day celebrations, we can now 

show you the actual celebrations we had on site at our Leonora Operations on the 8 March 2022. 

St Barbara would like to acknowledge all the women in 

mining, and all the wonderful and powerful women in 

regional Western Australia who make such a difference to 

their communities every day. 

Held annually, the day celebrates the social, economic, 

cultural and political achievements of women. It also marks 

a call to action for accelerating gender equality to create a 

world where women and girls everywhere have equal rights 

and opportunities. Here at St Barbara we celebrated our 

own amazing women on site by holding a special purple 

themed breakfast, and a morning tea which included 

cupcakes. We also had photo selfie frames that we 

encouraged staff to use to celebrate and our Corporate 

team also promoted our amazing women employees via 

LinkedIn posts. 

Our Community Investment partner Nyunngaku also held a 

range of activities throughout March to celebrate and come 

together to support one another, share information and 

celebrate local women’s achievements. Due to COVID-19 

and our current community restrictions, we were unable to 

attend in person, but we know those who could had a 

wonderful time. 

We hope you enjoy the photos from this important event on 

the St Barbara calendar. 
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Mental Health Services 

Building Stronger Communities 

Are you ready to explore some of the brilliant career opportunities we have on offer? 

If so, we encourage you to visit our website or our underground partner’s website to find out more. 

Alternatively, scan the QR code. Some positions are entry level roles and new positions are being 

advertised weekly. 

www.stbarbara.com.au 

www.macmahon.com.au 

We also  invite you to be a part of our St Barbara Talent Community by creating a web resume so 

you can be the first in line to be considered when a new opportunity comes up at St Barbara. Go 

to our website, create a profile, set your preferences and get notified of any relevant positions that 

match your skills and experience. 

Join Our Team - Come to Gwalia 

St Barbara has provided funding to Centrecare over the past year to ensure 

availability of mental health services into the Northern Goldfields including 

Leonora. 

Over the past year they have visited Leonora to provide information on how to 

maintain good mental health as well as provide support services when 

required in times of grief. One of their resources is the Ten Top Tips for when 

you are feeling down. We have provided these for your reference. 

Over the past two months Centrecare’s Families First program has been 

travelling to Leonora on a fortnightly basis providing after school activities with 

PCYC. The Families First program provides early intervention to Children who 

are at risk of mental illness and their families. They work directly with the child 

and parents but are also funded to provide community activities. 

If you wish to find more about their Mental Health Services, please visit their 

website and register your interest 

https://www.centrecare.com.au/rural-services/mental-health-services-rural 

St Barbara, Centrecare and the Shire of Leonora are also working together to 

initiative other potential services to support the mental health and wellbeing of 

the Leonora community.  

Community Investment Funding 
St Barbara provides funding for local projects, events or activities via our Community Investment 

Program. 

If you are seeking support, please submit an application form which can be downloaded from our 

website—www.stbarbara.com.au 

If you wish to discuss your application prior to submitting, please contact Wendy Mathews, Senior 

Community Engagement Specialist on 08 9037 2158 or send through an email to 

leonora.community@stbarbara.com.au 
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MARCH/APRIL 2022  CDP NEWSLETTER 

CDP Industry Led Training Colab 

Launches in LA  

CDP Launched their first successful week of training this 

month at the Laverton Training Centre (LA) with Waalitj 

Foundation participants from Laverton, Mt Margaret and 

Leonora in solid attendance. 

These hands-on units of training provide highly transferrable 

skills to various Northern Goldfields employment pathways, 

developed to meet the needs of remote on-country 

employment. 

15 Units from this Course meet a Nationally Accredited 

Certificate II Rural Operations relevant to remote Road 

Works, Construction, Traffic Management and Ranger 

employment opportunities. 

To date, students have retained 100% attendance in training 

with a promising outlook for the next unit in Heavy 

Machinery training scheduled for May 2022. 

A recent visit from Federal Member Rick Wilson in LA/MM 

also had positive impact. 

Congratulations to all involved. 
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MARCH/APRIL 2022  CDP NEWSLETTER 

Phase II CDP Roadshow 

Have you had your say? 
Community Consultation 

commenced this month within 

Laverton, Leonora, Mt Margaret and 

Menzies communities with quality 

conversations around career 

pathways and snapshots on pre-

employment requirements.  

This ongoing consultation forms part 

of valuable data collection, paving 

the way for future projects, 

activities, social enterprise 

opportunities and employment 

focus.  

A delicious lunch including Angie’s 

famous Kangaroo Stew and dishes 

from Donnas Café in Menzies was on 

offer for participants. 

The Wiluna Community will take part 

in May post CV19 and cultural 

business.  

Local Support with 

NKWG #BreaktheBias 

Thank you to the lovely ladies of the 

Nyunnga-Ku Women’s Group within 

the Leonora Community for a 

beautiful Afternoon Tea celebrating 

International Women’s Week with 

local stakeholders and members of 

the Leonora community. 

This year’s campaign #BreaktheBias is 

to reflect on progress and action 

taken - to build support for women 

and their rights. 

NKWG is all about empowering and 

supporting women of all ages. It is an 

open and safe space where you can 

socially connect through yarning 

circles, activities and events. 

On behalf of the 

Waalitj CDP 

Program, we wish 

all Participants 

and Families a 

lovely and safe 

Easter. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

8-26 April – Easter School Holidays  

May – CDP Wiluna Roadshow 

May – LTC Training Re-Commences 

May – AEC Community Elections  
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Community Information 
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Goldenbell People’s Church  -  

Cnr Rajah & Tower St 

Service 5.00pm every Sunday 

Contact: 0498 627 629 

Community Information 
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Community Events 
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Calendar of Events April 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

   
 

 1 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

3 

 

Bowls 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

5 

 

Dungeons & 
Dragons 

 

 

6 

 
Sewing Group 

 
Men’s Group 

 
Bowls 

7 

 
 

 
 

 
 

8 

 

 

 
 

9 

 

 

10 

 

Bowls 
 
 

 

11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 

 

 

Dungeons & 
Dragons 

 

 

13 

 
 

Sewing Group 
 

Men’s Group 
 

Bowls 

14 

 

 

15 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER 
SATURDAY 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EASTER       
SUNDAY 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER MONDAY 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

19 

 

Dungeons & 
Dragons 

 

 

20 

 
Sewing Group 

 
Men’s Group 

 
Bowls 

21 

 

 

 

22 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

 
Bowls 

 
 
 
 

 

25 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANZAC DAY 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

26  

 

Dungeons & 
Dragons 

27 

 

 

Sewing Group 
 

Men’s Group 
 

Bowls 

28 

 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

1 May 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Calendar is subject to change. 
Please contact event organisers directly to confirm. 

PCYC HOLIDAY PROGRAM 
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Anzac Day Fast Facts 

 ANZAC is an abbreviation for Australian and 

New Zealand Army Corps 

 April 25 was the day the ANZACs landed on 

the Gallipoli Peninsula in 1915 

 The Gallipoli Peninsula is in Turkey 

 Approximately 8,000 Anzacs died at Gallipoli 

 

Activity Corner Answers in next Issue 

Issue 37 answers 

The Last Post 

The Last Post gave one last warning to soldiers 
that it was time to retire for the evening. It is 
included in memorial services as a final farewell 
and symbolises that the duty of the dead is over 
and they can rest in peace. 
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Got something to 
sell? 

 
List it here for 

FREE!  
 

Email admin@leonora.wa.gov.au 
or call us on 9037 6044 

Notices 
 

The Shire of Leonora provides 
a weekly collection service for 
domestic/residential rubbish 
in Leonora only. Commercial 

collections take place on 
Mondays and 

Thursdays. Domestic & 
residential collection is on 

Thursdays only. 

Service is at the street front 
where applicable and bins 

should be placed out by 7am. 
Care should be taken to ensure 
bins do not obstruct footpaths. 

Bin Collection 

 
JG Epis Centre, Tower Street 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-4.30pm  

——— 

Services Include: 

• Printing and Photocopying 

• Email and Internet Access 

• Video Conferencing 

• Document Typing and Design 

• One-on-One Computer Tutorials 

 
 
 
 

A wide variety of wildflower 
seeds are available from the 

Leonora Information Centre. 

 
      

  

Total Rainfall 8.0mm (highest 4.0mm Sun 27th) 

Minimum Maximum   

Mean Mean 20.3C 33.3C  

Lowest Lowest 15.3C (Thu 24th) 26.3C (Tue 29th) 

Highest Highest 29.5C (Mon 21st) 42.1C (Mon 1st) 

Weather in Leonora 

March 2022 

OPEN: 9AM-4PM 
CAFÉ OPEN: 10AM-3PM 



 

 

Advertising Prices 

 

Colour 

Full page  $30.00 

Half page  $15.00 

One-third  $7.50  

 

Black & White 

Full page  $20.00 

Half page  $10.00 

One-third  $5.00 

Disclaimer 

• The information in this publication is of a general nature and is provided as a service to the community. 

• No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of this information. 

• The editor of the Tower Street Times reserves the right to reject or not publish any material. 

• No liability will be accepted for any statements of opinion, errors or omissions. 
 

We are a Community Paper - so we are only as good as ‘you’ help make us. 

Submissions close on the 25th of every month 
at close of business 

 

Community Announcements 

and Notices are Free. 

 

Email: admin@leonora.wa.gov.au 

Phone: 9037 6044 


