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Local News
GOLDEN GIFT 2022
The WA Day Long Weekend is always a highlight on the calendar for the Leonora community, and this year didn’t
disappoint. With a full programme of events, there was something for everything, including free kids activities,
market stalls, food vans, and live music. For anyone who competed in an event, there was plenty of prize money
up for grabs.
The weekend kicked off on Friday night with the auction fundraiser at the White House Hotel hosted by Mr Terry
Demasson. Prizes included signed football memorabilia, accommodation vouchers, hand crochet blankets, return
flights to Perth, luxury gift hampers, Rec Centre memberships, and more!
This year we saw the return of the weekend-long lawn bowls tournament, following the raving success of the
inaugural event last year. Leonora Bowls Club played host to teams from across WA who travelled to Leonora to
compete for thousands of dollars in prizes.
The crowd favourite Workboot Sprint was held on Saturday evening before the Elite Mile Heats, and included
three events—the men’s sprint, the women’s sprint and the relay.
Activities for the kids were set up at the Youth Zone at the newly opened
Yingkapayi Playground, including face painting, magic tricks, and a silent disco on
Saturday Night. Rad Rock Climbing Adventures returned this year, bringing with
them their popular inflatables, 8m rock climbing wall, and high ropes course.
There was also the kid’s athletics carnival on Sunday, the children trained for

weeks leading up the event, and they all did incredible.
Saturday night’s events ended with the St Barbara Community Concert and fireworks. Starting off the evening’s
festivities was Cameron Alexander, an indie folk singer-songwriter who grew
up down the road in Leinster. Fronting the concert was The Southern River
Band, a rock band hailing from Perth, with a sound reminiscent of the classic
rock bands of the 70s and 80s. Leonora was promised “one of the best live
acts in Australia” and the band did not disappoint—even keeping on theme
with frontman Callum Kramer’s gold sequined pants.
Hoover House hosted their annual Big Breakfast on Sunday morning, where visitors were treated to a gold coin

donation bbq breakfast on the manicured lawns of Hoover House at Gwalia Museum, overlooking the working
open pit gold mine.
Sunday’s festivities continued with the lawn bowls tournament, kids activities and the always popular food vans
and market stalls, and of course, the athletics carnival. The Goldfields Cyclassic also concluded its final leg in
Leonora, with competitors crossing the finish line on the main street where the athletics carnival was being held.
The athletics carnival included a variety of running events, including a kids relay, 120m sprints, 600m runs and
the Elite Mile Finals. The winners of the Elite Mile each took home $7,500 and a gold nugget.
A big thank you to everyone involved in making the weekend so fantastic and congratulations to all competitors
and prize winners!
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CHEAPER FLIGHTS FOR RESIDENTS
The State Government has committed funding of up to $19.8 million until 2025 to airlines operating on eligible
regional air routes, to make it easier for residents of regional towns in Western Australia to stay connected to
family, friends and essential services in Perth.
The Regional Airfare Zone Cap is a joint initiative between the State Government and the airline industry. It
allows WA regional residents access to capped airfares for travel on return flights to Perth and back home,
subject to seat availability.
Zone Cap fares are available only for residents of WA living outside of the Perth and Peel regions. The flights
must be booked as a return fare that departs and returns to the same regional destination, and is only available

for travel for personal reasons.
For those towns located within 1000km from Perth, fares are capped at $199 one way ($398 return), and for
those further than 1000km from Perth, the cap is $299 one way ($598 return). This means that Leonora residents
will now be able to fly to Perth and back to visit family or attend appointments for only $398!
The Zone Cap is designed so regional residents travel from their nearest airport. There are exceptions for those
living between airports, which mean that Leonora residents qualify for the capped fares when flying from
Leonora or Kalgoorlie to Perth.
For more information and to view the terms & conditions visit farego.wa.gov.au

To book your Zone Cap Fare flights you will need to contact:
Leonora Airport
Skippers Aviation: call 1300 729 924 or the reservations line 9479 8212 or email reservations@skippers.com.au
Kalgoorlie Airport
Qantas: join the Qantas Frequent Flyer Program or call 13 13 13
Virgin: join the Velocity Frequent Flyer Program or call 13 67 89
__________________________________________________________________
Are there any additional costs under the Zone Cap?
Optional extras, such as excess baggage, credit card booking fees, and in-flight meals or entertainment, may
attract additional charges which may vary depending on the airline.
What if I find a cheaper fare than the Zone Cap?
Airlines will continue to offer promotional, community and other special (sale) fares that would be cheaper than
the Zone Cap fare. You can still book a sale fare that is lower than the Zone Cap fare if it is available.
What are the booking conditions for the Zone Cap fare?
Specific T&C’s vary between airlines. For example, the number of resident fares you can purchase per year, the
number of changes you can make free of charge, or whether the fare are non-refundable. Please check with the
airline before booking.
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Shire News
SUPPORT FOR CASHLESS DEBIT CARD
The Cashless Debit Card Support Hub is now open at the J.G. Epis Centre. Our Support Hub Coordinator, Drew
Whitby, is available to help you during the week from 9am until 4.30pm.
The Support Hub will be able to connect you with training and employment agencies, and provide you with
resources that will help you become job ready, including job skills workshops and gaining the required
certificates for the job.
To make an appointment, or if you have any questions, please email Drew at shc@leonora.wa.gov.au

OP SHOP OPENS IN LEONORA
The Leonora Community Resource Centre (CRC) is excited to announce that they have opened a second hand
shop at the J.G. Epis Centre. The shop will be open every Wednesday from 9am-4pm and they invite you to come
on down to shop for a bargain. There will be a range of items available, not just clothing but also toys, decorative
homewares, kitchenware, and other household goods.
The CRC are also looking for donations. If you need to clear out your wardrobe or kitchen or kids toybox, and
your items are still in good condition, then please consider dropping them off to the CRC so that your items can
be re-used and re-loved by someone else.
If you’re not sure if something you have is suitable for donation, please call the CRC on 9037 7521
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Shire News
GWALIA MUSEUM ITEMS LAUNCHED ONLINE
On Wednesday 15th June, 2022 the new WAnderland portal was officially unveiled by Culture and the Arts
Minister David Templeman at the WA Museum Boola Bardip. The portal is part of a $1 million election promise
from the State Government, and is designed to inspire travellers to visit regional areas.
Last year Gwalia Historic Precinct was visited by the WA Museum during the development of this new tourism
portal.
Three pieces were selected from Gwalia Museum’s collection, which include the Sons of Gwalia seal, assay pots,
and a 1910 Rifle Club medallion.
The items were photographed and can be found, along with each item’s story, on the new portal. For more
information on this visit, you can read the article included in October’s edition of the Tower Street Times.
All photographs by Bo Wong

WAnderland opens the door to some of Western Australia’s most surprising, quirky, unusual, and interesting
collections throughout the state. From unexpected gems and cultural experiences to items that have
revolutionised the way we live today, you never know what you might uncover during your next adventure
throughout WA.
Use the itinerary builder to plan your journey to see these items in real life and discover history, heritage, and
stories of times gone by.
To explore more, go to visitwanderland.com.au

REGIONAL WA HAS STORIES TO SHARE.
Welcome, traveller. You’ve stepped inside a home of hidden treasures and tales.
From the cultured to the kitsch and everything in between, we’ve opened up a doorway to our State’s regional collections.
There’s a world of colour and curiosity waiting for you at the other end of WA’s roads—hidden in towns you’ve never seen
and collected by folks you’ll love to meet. And getting there is half the fun.
We invite you to fossick around here for your favourites. Delight in the unexpected. Hatch a plan for your next adventure.
Welcome to WAnderland.
If you would like to dive deeper and find out more details about Western Australian collections being shared online, you can
also visit Collections WA.
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From Further Afield
25 YEARS IN THE MAKING—THE OUTBACK WAY
In 1997 the Shire of Laverton President, Cr Patrick Hill, created the
Outback Highway Development Council Inc (OHDC Inc), which
comprised of an Alliance of Councils across Western Australia,
Northern Territory and Queensland.
The purpose of this Alliance was to work together to seal the roads
that cut across the middle of Australia from Laverton in WA to
Winton in Queensland. These roads make up The Outback Way—
Australia’s Longest Shortcut.
Celebrating 25 years at the ALGA Congress
Photo courtesy of ODHC Inc

This section of Outback highway covers 2700kms and the project is
expected to be completed by 2027/28, with approximately half of

the road now sealed. OHDC Inc have secured $1.2 billion in funding from the Federal Government and the three
State Governments. The new Labor Government has committed their ongoing support of the Outback Way, with
funding announced in the March Budget.
The 25 year anniversary of the project was celebrated at the 2022 Australian Local Government Association
(ALGA) Congress, with a presentation and cake cutting with ALGA President, Linda Scott. (Pictured)
Boulie Shire Mayor, Rick Britton said that “the sealing of this network will give the people living in isolated and
remote Australia...through the heart of Australia new opportunities.”
Over 25 years, the OHDC Inc’s Purpose and Values have enabled the collaboration to endure and progress
throughout many Governmental changes, including 32 combined Federal, State and Territory Elections, and 43
Federal, State and Territory Transport/Infrastructure Ministers.
With project completion now only a few years away the OHDC Inc will begin the sustainable development plan
for the corridor. The plan will include the communities’ capacity and initiatives, and the Mining, Freight,
Agriculture and Tourism industries needs will be taken into account. Local recycled content will be secured to
complete the sealing.
The sealing of the highway will not only increase the safety and accessibility of the route but will increase
connectivity between communities thanks to reduced travel times. The upgrades will also provide opportunities
for a range of industries to operate along the corridor.
The Department of Infrastructure believes that investing in the Outback Way will provide social and economic
benefits

for

surrounding

communities.

“By

improving access to health and social services,
these upgrades help...to increase standards of
living and equity for Indigenous communities.”
For more information on The Outback Way visit
outbackway.org.au
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Did You Know…?
July 1899

ON THIS DAY...

The Leonora Road Board proposed that a permanent hospital be purchased and set up near Leonora, which will
do away with the present temporary structures, mainly reinforced tents, which are in use. The Gwalia folk are
the main supporters of the new hospital; also the mine promised to donate a considerable sum.

July 1903
Now that the railway is through to Leonora, prices on all items,
food and clothing, have been reduced, due to the railway rates
being much less than the rates previously paid to the hauliers.
One wonders what the fate will be of the hardworking little
donkeys and camels that have done such a mighty service over
the past few years.
A large Government dam is being excavated at the Malcolm Soak, near Mick O’Donohue’s Malcolm Soak Hotel.
The excavation is to enlarge the existing small dam as bigger supplies of water will be required by more
locomotives using the new line.

July 1920
A meeting was held in Leonora in an endeavour to form a scout troop. About 15 boys handed in their names, and
it appears that a troop will be able to be established in Leonora.
——————————————————————————————————————————————————--

All excerpts taken from the book Looking Back, Gwalia & Leonora Western Australia 1895-1963
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IT’S TIME TO GO DRY FOR JULY
Dry July is a fundraiser that encourages you to go
alcohol-free in July to raise funds for people
affected by cancer.
The funds you raise as part of your Dry July will
provide invaluable services for cancer patients,
their families and carers—whether it’s a lift to a life
-saving appointment, guidance from a specialist
nurse, connection to an informative voice, access
to therapy programs or a bed close to treatment.
Having a month off alcohol also has great health
benefits, such as sleeping better, having more
energy and of course, no hangovers! So you’re not
only helping others, you’re helping yourself. It’s a
win-win!
For more information, and to sign-up visit dryjuly.com

NON-ALCOHOLIC DRINK RECIPE
Cranberry Sangria
Ingredients
1 cup ice cubes

500ml (2 cups) cranberry juice

1/4 pineapple, peeled, thinly sliced, cut into wedges

500ml (2 cups) ginger beer

1/2 small orange, thinly sliced, cut into wedges

1/2 cup mint leaves

1 passionfruit, quartered

Pomegranate seeds, to serve

Method
1. Divide the ice cubes among 4 large serving glasses. Top with the pineapple, orange
and passionfruit.
2. Mix cranberry juice and ginger beer in a jug, divide amongst the glasses. Garnish with
mint leaves and pomegranate seeds to serve.
For more recipes like this search “mocktails” on taste.com.au
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Leonora Community Relations—June 2022
St Barbara has been part of the Leonora community since 2005 and we are proud to support numerous events and activities
throughout the year.
St Barbara has five commitments with one being Stronger Communities. We strive to help our communities thrive, grow and
prosper. We build meaningful relationships, investing time and energy to ensure local communities are enriched by being our
neighbours.

Leonora Golden Gift
Congratulations to the Shire of Leonora for holding such a fun and varied event for
the Leonora community and a big thank you to all the volunteers who contributed
to its success. This year was the 20th time the event has been held, and it still
brings thousands of visitors to town to experience this unique festival in the
outback.
St Barbara has proudly supported this event since 2006 and continue to be a gold
sponsor of the St Barbara ‘Leonora Live’ community concert. This year the
performing artists of Cameron Alexander and the Southern River Band were
amazing and got the crowd up dancing, to really bring the festival to life on the
Saturday night of the WA Day Long Weekend.
Congratulations to all the participants in the athletics events over the two days. It
was amazing watching you all compete
St Barbara also held a market stall where we were kept
busy talking to visitors who wanted to learn more about
our mining operations. Thanks to our small team of staff
volunteers who assisted on the day too.
We hope all the community enjoyed participating in the
varied activities throughout the weekend and we look
forward to seeing you again next year and continuing
our support of this important event for the Leonora
Community.

Goldfields Cyclassic
St Barbara became the Stage 1 sponsor for the St Barbara Menzies Classic
this year for the first time. This event has been running for 93 years and
continues to be an exciting and iconic event.
This two-day two stage handicap race across the Goldfields from KalgoorlieBoulder to Menzies and on to Leonora attracts elite riders from across
Australia. The riders get to race across some of the richest and historic
landscapes of the Western Australian Goldfields
This year two of our staff completed the full race from Kalgoorlie-Leonora –
Nick Lintern and Cameron Starcevich. Well done to you both.
Chief Operating Officer Andrew
Strelein was the official starter of
the race participants in Kalgoorlie,
and he also travelled to Menzies to
attend the presentation dinner to
hand out the awards for Stage 1.
Andrew then continued on to
Leonora to present at the Leonora
Golden Gift ceremony where St
Barbara is also a major Gold
Sponsor.
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Nyunngaku Women’s Hub Opening
St Barbara were pleased to be present at the official opening of the Nyunngaku
Women’s Hub over the WA Day Long Weekend.
St Barbara has been one of the founding partners of this important project in Leonora.
The Women’s Hub and Wellbeing Program aims to deliver essential women’s services,
support and sub programs that will lead the way in providing a positive impact and
change to women and youth within the Leonora region.
Lots of wonderful people have been working in the background over the past year to
see their initial vision transpire into the wonderful facility that is now available. Big call out to Colleen Berry, President, and
her hardworking Committee. You should all be very proud of what you have achieved. Your enthusiasm and passion
continue to shine through which helps inspire those you engage with.
We continue to also make regular donations of blankets, clothing, support the #ItsInTheBag campaigns and provide
additional support when requested.
St Barbara looks forward to our continued partnership with you into the future.

Board Visit to Leonora Operations
In June the St Barbara Board and Executive Leadership Team (ELT) visited our new
Bardoc Gold operations near Kalgoorlie as well as our Leonora Operations.
Due to COVID restrictions, many have not been able to visit for nearly two years, so it was
wonderful to have them engage with our employees onsite but also taking the time to visit
some of our community projects in Leonora.
They visited the Gwalia Museum truck mural and lookout, Shooting Stars classroom at
Leonora District High School, Nyunngaku Women’s Hub,
and viewed the work in progress at our Aboriginal art
mural at the St Barbara accommodation village which St
Barbara are working on in partnership with Waalitj
Foundation.
All were very impressed in the projects we are currently
supporting and recognised how St Barbara’s
commitment to Stronger Communities is making a true
difference within the Leonora community. We continue to
be proud of our ongoing support and look forward to
being involved in many more wonderful projects and events in the future.

NAIDOC Week—2022
St Barbara is proud to sponsor the Community BBQ as part of the Leonora
Community NAIDOC Week celebrations. This will be held on Sunday, 10 July at the
Community Football Game.
St Barbara will also be holding our own NAIDOC events and activities on site and at
our village between the 3-10 July. We have arranged cookies using lemon myrtle
and wattleseed to be given to all employees, a special NAIDOC themed dinner will
be held, a movie night and we are also unveiling our Village Aboriginal art mural that
Waalitj artists have created.

Come to Gwalia—Join Our Team
St Barbara isa growing gold mining company with a global outlook. Now is an exciting time to join our
team at Leonora Operations. Why? Because we are transforming our business and building a brilliant
future for our operations and our people. Working together with our underground mining partner,
Macmahon, we have a range of job opportunities open right now.
Want to know more? Use the QR code to go to our website and look at current vacancies.

Building Stronger Communities
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Goldenbell People’s Church Cnr Rajah & Tower St
Service 5.00pm every Sunday
Contact: 0498 627 629
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Calendar of Events July
PLEASE NOTE: Calendar is subject to change.
Please contact event organisers directly to confirm.
MONDAY

4

TUESDAY

5

WEDNESDAY

6

Seniors Morning
Tea
Sewing Group

7

12

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

1

2

3

8

9

10

DOT VISIT
FOOTBALL GAME
Men’s Group
Bowls

Bowls

Dungeons &
Dragons

11

THURSDAY

13

14

Sewing Group

Men’s Group

Dungeons &
Dragons

Bowls

15

16

17

Bowls

LEONORA NAIDOC WEEK CELEBRATIONS

18

19

20

21

Seniors Morning
Tea

Men’s Group

Sewing Group

Bowls

22

23

24

Bowls

Dungeons &
Dragons

25

26
Sewing Group
Dungeons &
Dragons

27

28

Men’s Group
Bowls

29

30

31
Bowls
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Answers from last
Issue over page

(See over the page for the artist’s
description of the artwork)
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Notices
Stronger, Ryhia Dank (Nardurna)
Issue 40 answers

“I created this piece after reading this year’s
NAIDOC theme. I knew straight away I
wanted to do a graphic piece centred around
our flags with text highlighting what we
have been through and are still fighting for. I
feel that this piece being black and white
allows us to focus on the detail and
messages in the artwork.
In this artwork I have little bits of me and
my family, I have included a crocodile for my
late granny. She was one of the strongest
women I know and was never afraid to
speak her mind and stand up for family and
Country. I have also included my family’s
dancing stick, this is present as a reminder
that we will always have our Country, Kin
and Culture. There are also symbols to
represent us as a community. People
gathered around a camp, a spear and
woomera to represent our strength, water,
trees, animal tracks and non-human entities
to show our connection to Country.”

Bin Collection
Residential: Every Thursday

JG Epis Centre, Tower Street
Open Mon-Fri 9am-4.30pm

Commercial: Every Monday & Thursday
The Shire of Leonora provides a weekly
collection service for domestic/residential
rubbish in Leonora only. Commercial
collections take place on Mondays and
Thursdays. Domestic & residential
collection is on Thursdays only.
Service is at the street front where
applicable and bins should be placed out
by 7am. Care should be taken to ensure
bins do not obstruct footpaths.
Bins are required to be 240L MGB
(wheelie) and are available through the
Shire.

———
Services Include:
•

Printing and Photocopying

•

Email and Internet Access

•

Video Conferencing

•

Document Typing and Design

•

One-on-One Computer Tutorials

Weather in Leonora
June 2022
Total Rainfall 23.8mm (highest 15.6mm Sat 11th)
Minimum

Maximum

Mean

8.3C

Mean

19.9C

Lowest

2.4C (Sun 5th)

Lowest

15.5C (Wed 29th)

Highest



17.4 C (Sat 18th)

Highest



25.9 C (Thu 23rd)

Got something to
sell?
List it here for
FREE!
Email admin@leonora.wa.gov.au
or call us on 9037 6044

Advertising Prices
Colour
Full page $30.00
Half page $15.00
One-third $7.50
Black & White
Full page $20.00
Half page $10.00
One-third $5.00

Submissions close on the 25th of every month
at close of business
Community Announcements
and Notices are Free.
Email: admin@leonora.wa.gov.au
Phone: 9037 6044

Disclaimer
• The information in this publication is of a general nature and is provided as a service to the community.
• No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of this information.
• The editor of the Tower Street Times reserves the right to reject or not publish any material.
• No liability will be accepted for any statements of opinion, errors or omissions.

We are a Community Paper - so we are only as good as ‘you’ help make us.

